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of human nature that people always seem to want to do the things for which they have the least natural aptitude. How often one sees the priest who was obviously intended by Providence for a soldier, and vice versa. Force of circumstances, no doubt, is often responsible for this, but more often still is it due to lack of self-appreciation. This particular man, the Mudir of police, belonged to the type of good-tempered, easygoing people that it is almost impossible to annoy, and that has a perfect genius for making a mess of the simplest things. I believe that I myself am about the only person who hajS ever succeeded in making him really angry, and even I was quite forgiven long before we parted. He was fond of gardening, and a little time before had got a patent pump out from Europe for irrigation purposes. Naturally, in putting it together he had managed to hurt his hand. On the way down I dressed it for him with "Pond's Extract." This touching episode was quoted by the Sublime Porte as proving the good relations existing between us. I am glad to hear he was cured : had he got tetanus and died, they would certainly have said I poisoned him.
Speaking of doctoring, I may remark that for the traveller in Arabia, even more than elsewhere, it is an invaluable accomplishment. The Arabs regard the doctor with great reverence, more especially if he comes from the land of marvels, "Auroba," and is furnished with an imposing array of books and bright instruments. The simplest surgical operation seems to them something far more wonderful than does an aeroplane. The traveller who professes the healing art may count on a welcome where otherwise he would meet with hostility. " Yes, but what happens when your cases go wrong ? " the non-professional reader may well ask. " Does not that lead to trouble ? " By no means. The Arabian doctor slightly varies a famous mot: " I treated him," he says, "and God killed him ! "
On this journey my knowledge of doctoring was, I must admit, of little use. During the siege the imprisoning of every one who came to my house prevented nay being consulted. No practice can be expected to stand that sort of thing. 21